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How to Complete Independent Study 

Completed IS is valued by teachers as it extends and supports the learning in lessons as well as 
embedding independent learning habits. It is rewarded with achievement points. 
 

• Three pieces of compulsory IS are due each week for the core subjects: English, Maths and 
Science. The schedule is included in this booklet for clarity. 
 

• Additional IS projects are introduced throughout the year for other subjects. These allow 
more creativity and challenge. They are rewarded and celebrated within each department. 

 
• Independent study is introduced, supported and recorded by subject teachers. Further 

information is posted in Bromcom. 
 

• To complete your independent study, you will need this knowledge organiser and your grey, 
IS exercise book. Most IS is set using this booklet. Maths will be set online in SPARX.  
 

• IS resources can be collected from the library. Electronic copies of the booklets are available 
online, on the HPA website, alongside a video explaining IS. 
 

• Compulsory IS Workshops on Tuesdays at 3pm for students who are not  
            completing the core IS independently. 

 
Students can access support and space to complete IS in school, every day. 

• Lunchtime -  G7  - 12:45-13:10 (Mrs Tuck and Prefects) 
• After School - G3a - 15:00-15:50 (Teaching Assistants)  

 

If students are struggling to complete the compulsory, core IS they will be expected to attend the 
workshop session after school the following week to address any barriers they are facing and 
ensure the work is completed successfully. This session sets them up for the coming week, rather 
than focusing on work that has been missed.  
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Term Subject Task 

Term 4 Computing Python Programming Challenge (Dice Game) 

Term 4 DT The Design Process: From Concept to Creation 

Term 4 History 
Create a presentation, poster or essay which explores the following 
question: How far did one individual change the course of British 
history? 

Term 5 Art 
Draw/paint/collage (your choice) an A5 portrait of a famous person you 
admire. Your Art teacher will discuss ideas and hand in dates. 

Term 5 Geography 
Create a presentation, poster or essay which explores the following 
question: How can we make our local area more sustainable? 

Term 6 RS 
Create a presentation, poster or essay which explores the following 
question: What does it mean to live a good life? 

Contents  

Challenge Task Schedule  

The challenge tasks will be introduced by teachers in the term they are set. The are not 
compulsory but incredibly valuable to stretch and challenge learning. They will be recognised and 
rewarded within departments and allow students to be creative and tackle different projects. 

Joint Winners of 

the Expressive Cup 

Fan Art 

Competition 2025 
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Extra-Curricular  

  

  

  

  

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

 

Date Schedule  

Term 4 

23rd February  

English  

Maths  

Science  

2nd March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

9th March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

16th March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

23rd March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

30th March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

Term 5 

20th April 

English  

Maths  

Science  

27th April 

English  

Maths  

Science  

4th May 

English  

Maths  

Science  

11th May 

English  

Maths  

Science  

18th May 

English  

Maths  

Science  

 

 

Date Schedule  

Term 6 

1st June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

8th June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

15th June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

22nd June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

29th June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

6th July 

English  

Maths  

Science  

13th July 

English  

Maths  

Science  

20th July 

No IS  

No IS  

No IS  

 

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   
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Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Independent Study Challenge Tasks    
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Here is a section of a Science Knowledge Organiser. You 

could test your grasp of this knowledge by asking yourself,  

“What ions are found in acids? Acids contain hydrogen ions.” 

“What does corrosive mean? A corrosive acid can destroy 

skin cells and cause burns.” 

These are examples of self-quizzing questions. Write 10-20 

self-quizzing questions and answers based on the subject 

knowledge organiser and focusing on the areas where you 

need to strengthen your knowledge. 

Great for revising key terms and remembering 

definitions, dates, facts etc.  

Split the page of your I.S textbook into four 

using a ruler or use flash cards which you can 

collect from the LRC and keep in your I.S folder. 

Make brief notes on the information in the 

knowledge organiser, use colour coding and 

diagrams where you can to highlight key 

information. 

Great for revising if you are a visual learner, 

allowing you to select and link key information. 

Use a full page to add as much detail as you can 

to your mind map, starting with a key concept 

or topic at the centre. Use the knowledge 

organisers and your own ideas. 

You can use colour coding, diagrams and 

connections to support your learning.  

 

Revision Techniques  

Flash Cards Mind Maps 

Self-Quizzing Questions  
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Term 4 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

23rd 
February 

INSET Day      

Week 2 

2nd 
March 

    INSET Day  

Week 3 

9th 
March 

      

Week 4 

16th 
March 

      

Week 5 

23rd 
March 

      

Week 6  

30th 
March 

    Bank 
Holiday 

 

Easter 
Holiday 

 

      

Termly Planner 
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Term 5 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Easter 
Holiday 

 

      

Week 1 

20th 
April 

      

Week 2 

27th  
April 

      

Week 3 

4th    
May 

Bank 
Holiday 

     

Week 4 

11th  
May 

      

Week 5 

18th  
May 

      

Half 
Term 
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Term 6 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

1st   
June 

      

Week 2 

8th   
June 

      

Week 3 

15th 
June 

      

Week 4 

22nd 
June 

      

Week 5 

29th 
June 

    INSET Day  

Week 6 

6th     
July 

      

Week 7 

 13th     
July 

      

Week 8 

20th  
July 

  Summer Holiday  
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All Independent Study in the Maths department is set using the online platform SparxMaths.  

Students need to log into their SparxMaths accounts from the HPA navigation page. Independent study 

contains 3 elements: Compulsory, XP Boost and Target.   

 

Compulsory: Sparx independent study is tailored to your child and should offer them just the right level of 

challenge, based on the topics that their teacher has set. All questions in the Compulsory section must be 

answered correctly for the independent study to be marked as complete.  Students need to use pen and 

paper to write out the bookwork codes and workings to each of their questions as the platform will check 

they are recording their work. Each task bar will show as green when fully complete. For the Independent 

study to be classed as complete, all task bars for that independent study need to be fully green. The 

percentage of independent study complete will show on the menu page:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XP Boost and Target sections are additional resources that the students can complete if they wish. They 

will support the students to make greater progress in Maths, but do not form part of the compulsory 

independent study. 

 

If a student receives too much assistance with their independent study, Sparx may think they’re able to 

tackle more difficult questions and their work could get harder. To prevent this, always encourage them 

to attempt the question first and to watch the support video before getting help. 

 

Parents whose children have been set compulsory independent study will receive a weekly email from 

Sparx, which includes an update on how much independent study their child has completed as well as any 

they have outstanding from the previous few weeks. Most importantly, the email contains a link to a short 

video that parents can watch and use to help support their child in answering one of their target 

questions.  

 

Maths Department – Independent Study Information  
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English Department – Independent Study Information  

Independent study for English is based around revision of Great Expectations and 
The Tempest. You will find the tasks for each week outlined below with a reminder 
of hand-in dates. Complete all tasks in your IS book.  
 
You will find a variety of tasks for the next three terms, including vocabulary, 
punctuation and creative writing. 
 
Tasks will be marked in English lessons. You can find the topics and reminders of 
hand-in dates outlined in this booklet. 
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Week  Task 

w/c 23rd February Vocabulary:  
Exploit 
Futuristic 
Oppress 
 For each word write the following:             

● Definition 
● Synonym (word which means the same) 
● Antonym (word which means the opposite) 
● Example sentence linked to War of the Worlds 

w/c 2nd March Themes: 
Write one or two sentences explaining how each of the following themes/ideas link to 
War of the Worlds: 

1) Survival 
2) Imperialism 
3) Science/Technology 

w/c 9th March Punctuation: 
Re-write this paragraph adding in the correct punctuation: 
 

the sky darkened as the alien ship descended over the silent city lights flickered and 
buildings shook beneath its shadow people ran through the streets shouting warnings 
but the machines moved without sound a beam of blue light struck the ground tearing 
metal and stone apart in seconds by morning the world felt changed and humanity no 
longer seemed alone in the universe 

w/c 16th March Vocabulary:  
Neatly draw/sketch an image or an icon to represent each of the following words: 
Authority 
Extra-terrestrial 
Exodus 
 

And, write a sentence explaining how each word links to War of the Worlds 

w/c 23rd March Creative: 
Create a piece of fan art based on an important moment from The War of the Worlds 
by H.G. Wells. 
 

Your artwork should show: 
● A specific event from the novel 
● The mood or atmosphere of the moment 

Options: 
The first Martian cylinder landing on Horsell Common 
The Martians using the Heat-Ray against humans 
London after the Martian invasion 

w/c 30th March Creative: 
What is Earth like 10 years after the invasion? Write a description of six lines.  
Use: 

● Three ambitious words/adjectives 
● A simile 
● A metaphor 

Term 4 Topic – War of the Worlds  
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Term 4 – War of the Worlds Knowledge Organiser 

 



13 
 

  

Week  Task 

w/c 20th April Vocabulary:  
Vengeance  
Impulsive 
Feud 
 For each word write the following:             

● Definition 
● Synonym (word which means the same) 
● Antonym (word which means the opposite) 

● Example sentence linked to Romeo and Juliet 

w/c 27th April Characters:  
Finish these sentences using because, but, so connectives: 

● Romeo is love sick because  
● Romeo is love sick, but  
● Romeo is love sick, so  

and , complete these: 
● Tybalt is hot tempered because  
● Tybalt is hot tempered, but  
● Tybalt is hot tempered, so 

w/c 4th May Characters: 
Choose one character (Romeo, Juliet, Benvolio). 
Write three adjectives to describe them and three sentences explaining why each word links to 
the character. 
Example: 
Mercutio 
Three adjectives: witty, hot-tempered, loyal 
Sentence 1: Mercutio quickly turns angry during the confrontation with Tybalt, allowing his 
emotions to control his actions and leading to his fatal duel. 

w/c 11th May Vocabulary: 
Neatly draw/sketch an image or an icon to represent each of the following words/vocabulary: 
Fate 
Honour 
Rebellion 
 

And, write a sentence using each word linking them to Romeo and Juliet. 

w/c 18th May Themes:  
Write two sentences explaining why you think each of the following themes/ideas link to 
Romeo and Juliet: 

1) Conflict 
2) Fate 
3) Love 

w/c 30th March Vocabulary: 
Write a sentence for each of the following words. Link your sentences to the play, Romeo and 
Juliet.  
Subverting 
Femininity/feminine 
Masculinity/masculine 
Feud 

Term 5 Topic – Romeo and Juliet 
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Week  Task 

w/c 1st June Analysis: 
Complete a quotation explosion for the following quotation.  
 

“My only love sprung from my only hate!” (Juliet, Act 1 Scene 5) 
 

Use these sentence starters: 
● This means that… 
● The word ‘sprung’ suggests… 
● The word “love” / “hate” suggests… 
● This links to the play because… 

w/c 8th June Analysis: 
Complete a quotation explosion for the following quotation.  
 

"Did my heart love till now? forswear it, sight! For I ne'er saw true beauty till this night." 
(Romeo, Act 1, Scene 5) 
 

Use these sentence starters: 
● This means that… 
● The question suggests… 
● The word “never” tells us… 
● This shows that Romeo… 

w/c 15th June Opinion Task: 
Do you think Romeo and Juliet’s love is true love or just infatuation?  
 

Give reasons for your answer: 
In my opinion, Romeo and Juliet’s love is … because … 
I think their relationship shows … rather than true love because… 
One reason I believe their love is (true love/infatuation) is…. 
For example, when…, it shows that…. 

w/c 22nd June Themes: 
Write two sentences explaining why you think each of the following themes/ideas link to 
Romeo and Juliet: 

1) Honour 
2) Gender 
3) Marriage 

w/c 29th June Creative Task: 
1) Create 5 interview questions that you would like to ask any characters in Romeo and 

Juliet. State which character you would like to ask them to.  
2) For three questions, imagine how the character may respond.  

Example: 
Romeo: How did you feel when you first met Juliet at the Capulet party? 
Romeo’s response: The moment I saw her, everything else disappeared. I forgot about Rosaline 
completely and felt like I finally understood what true love was. 

w/c 6th July Vocabulary: 
Write a sentence for each of the following words. Link your sentences to the play, Romeo and 
Juliet.  
Unrequited 
Fate 
Free-will 

Term 6 Topic – Romeo and Juliet 
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Week  Task 

w/c 13th July Opinion task: 
Who do you think is most responsible for Romeo and Juliet’s deaths? 
Circle one: 
Romeo / Juliet / Friar Lawrence / The Families / Fate 
Write one paragraph (5 sentences) explaining why. 
Marking: 

• Clear choice 

• Reason given 

w/c 20th July Creative Task:  
Write a sonnet (a 14-line love poem) as Romeo to Juliet 

Term 6 – Romeo and Juliet Knowledge Organiser 
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Science Department – Independent Study Information  

Independent study for science is completed in this booklet with knowledge 
organisers to help you recall or research information. 
 
You will find the worksheets over the next series of pages and the knowledge 
organisers to help you answer the questions.  
 
The questions will be marked in your science lessons, and any misconceptions 
will be corrected to support your learning.  
 
You can find the topics and reminders of hand-in dates outlined below. 
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Additional Notes 
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Additional Notes 
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Additional Notes 
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 Computing Knowledge Organisers  
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Additional Notes 
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  French Knowledge Organisers  
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French Knowledge Organisers  
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Spanish Knowledge Organisers  
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Additional Notes 
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 Spanish Knowledge Organisers  
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  Term 5/6 
Additions 
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 Timetable  


