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How to Complete Independent Study 

Completed IS is valued by teachers as it extends and supports the learning in lessons as well as 
embedding independent learning habits. It is rewarded with achievement points. 
 

• Three pieces of compulsory IS are due each week for the core subjects: English, Maths and 
Science. The schedule is included in this booklet for clarity. 
 

• Additional IS projects are introduced throughout the year for other subjects. These allow 
more creativity and challenge. They are rewarded and celebrated within each department. 

 
• Independent study is introduced, supported and recorded by subject teachers. Further 

information is posted in Bromcom. 
 

• To complete your independent study, you will need this knowledge organiser and your grey, 
IS exercise book. Most IS is set using this booklet. Maths will be set online in SPARX.  
 

• IS resources can be collected from the library. Electronic copies of the booklets are available 
online, on the HPA website, alongside a video explaining IS. 
 

• Compulsory IS Workshops on Tuesdays at 3pm for students who are not  
            completing the core IS independently. 

 
Students can access support and space to complete IS in school, every day. 

• Lunchtime -  G7  - 12:45-13:10 (Mrs Tuck and Prefects) 
• After School - G3a - 15:00-15:50 (Teaching Assistants)  

 

If students are struggling to complete the compulsory, core IS they will be expected to attend the 
workshop session after school the following week to address any barriers they are facing and 
ensure the work is completed successfully. This session sets them up for the coming week, rather 
than focusing on work that has been missed.  
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Term Subject Task 

Term 4 French & Spanish Welcome to Weston project 

Term 4 History 
Create a presentation, poster or essay which explores the following 
question: How far did one individual change the course of British 
history? 

Term 5 Computing Scratch Game Challenge 

Term 5 Geography 
Create a presentation, poster or essay which explores the following 
question: How can we make our local area more sustainable? 

Term 5 Art 
Draw/paint/collage (your choice) an A5 portrait of a famous person you 
admire. Your Art teacher will discuss ideas and hand in dates with you. 

Term 6 DT The Design Process: From Concept to Creation 

Term 6 RS 
Create a presentation, poster or essay which explores the following 
question: What does it mean to live a good life? 

Contents 

Challenge Task Schedule  

The challenge tasks will be introduced by teachers in the term they are set. The are not 
compulsory but incredibly valuable to stretch and challenge learning. They will be recognised and 
rewarded within departments and allow students to be creative and tackle different projects. 

Joint Winners of 

the Expressive Cup 

Fan Art 

Competition 2025 
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Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

 

Date Schedule  

Term 4 

23rd February  

English  

Maths  

Science  

2nd March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

9th March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

16th March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

23rd March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

30th March 

English  

Maths  

Science  

Term 5 

20th April 

English  

Maths  

Science  

27th April 

English  

Maths  

Science  

4th May 

English  

Maths  

Science  

11th May 

English  

Maths  

Science  

18th May 

English  

Maths  

Science  

 

 

Date Schedule  

Term 6 

1st June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

8th June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

15th June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

22nd June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

29th June 

English  

Maths  

Science  

6th July 

English  

Maths  

Science  

13th July 

English  

Maths  

Science  

20th July 

No IS  

No IS  

No IS  

 

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   
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Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Independent Study Challenge Tasks    
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Here is a section of a Science Knowledge Organiser. You 

could test your grasp of this knowledge by asking yourself,  

“What ions are found in acids? Acids contain hydrogen ions.” 

“What does corrosive mean? A corrosive acid can destroy 

skin cells and cause burns.” 

These are examples of self-quizzing questions. Write 10-20 

self-quizzing questions and answers based on the subject 

knowledge organiser and focusing on the areas where you 

need to strengthen your knowledge. 

Great for revising key terms and remembering 

definitions, dates, facts etc.  

Split the page of your I.S textbook into four 

using a ruler or use flash cards which you can 

collect from the LRC and keep in your I.S folder. 

Make brief notes on the information in the 

knowledge organiser, use colour coding and 

diagrams where you can to highlight key 

information. 

Great for revising if you are a visual learner, 

allowing you to select and link key information. 

Use a full page to add as much detail as you can 

to your mind map, starting with a key concept 

or topic at the centre. Use the knowledge 

organisers and your own ideas. 

You can use colour coding, diagrams and 

connections to support your learning.  

 

Revision Techniques  

Flash Cards Mind Maps 

Self-Quizzing Questions  
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Term 4 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

23rd 
February 

INSET Day      

Week 2 

2nd 
March 

    INSET Day  

Week 3 

9th 
March 

      

Week 4 

16th 
March 

      

Week 5 

23rd 
March 

      

Week 6  

30th 
March 

    Bank 
Holiday 

 

Easter 
Holiday 

 

      

Termly Planner 
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Term 5 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Easter 
Holiday 

 

      

Week 1 

20th 
April 

      

Week 2 

27th  
April 

      

Week 3 

4th    
May 

Bank 
Holiday 

     

Week 4 

11th  
May 

      

Week 5 

18th  
May 

      

Half 
Term 
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Term 6 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

1st   
June 

      

Week 2 

8th   
June 

      

Week 3 

15th 
June 

      

Week 4 

22nd 
June 

      

Week 5 

29th 
June 

    INSET Day  

Week 6 

6th     
July 

      

Week 7 

 13th     
July 

      

Week 8 

20th  
July 

  Summer Holiday  
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All Independent Study in the Maths department is set using the online platform SparxMaths.  

Students need to log into their SparxMaths accounts from the HPA navigation page. Independent study 

contains 3 elements: Compulsory, XP Boost and Target.   

 

Compulsory: Sparx independent study is tailored to your child and should offer them just the right level of 

challenge, based on the topics that their teacher has set. All questions in the Compulsory section must be 

answered correctly for the independent study to be marked as complete.  Students need to use pen and 

paper to write out the bookwork codes and workings to each of their questions as the platform will check 

they are recording their work. Each task bar will show as green when fully complete. For the Independent 

study to be classed as complete, all task bars for that independent study need to be fully green. The 

percentage of independent study complete will show on the menu page:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XP Boost and Target sections are additional resources that the students can complete if they wish. They 

will support the students to make greater progress in Maths, but do not form part of the compulsory 

independent study. 

 

If a student receives too much assistance with their independent study, Sparx may think they’re able to 

tackle more difficult questions and their work could get harder. To prevent this, always encourage them 

to attempt the question first and to watch the support video before getting help. 

 

Parents whose children have been set compulsory independent study will receive a weekly email from 

Sparx, which includes an update on how much independent study their child has completed as well as any 

they have outstanding from the previous few weeks. Most importantly, the email contains a link to a short 

video that parents can watch and use to help support their child in answering one of their target 

questions.  

 

Maths Department – Independent Study Information  
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English Department – Independent Study Information  

Independent study for English is based around revision Gothic literature and Face. 
You will find the tasks for each week outlined below with a reminder of hand-in 
dates. Complete all tasks in your IS book.  
 
You will find a variety of tasks for the next three terms, including vocabulary, 
punctuation and creative writing. 
 
Tasks will be marked in English lessons. You can find the topics and reminders of 
hand-in dates outlined in this booklet. 
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Week  Task 

w/c 23rd 
February 

Vocabulary:  
Ominous 
Isolated 
Tyrannical 
 For each word write the following:             

● Definition 
● Synonym (word which means the same) 
● Antonym (word which means the opposite) 
● Example sentence linked to Gothic texts 

w/c 2nd March Creative: 
Choose one of the Gothic settings from the Knowledge Organiser (on the next pages).  
Write five sentences describing the setting using pathetic fallacy. 
  
Hint: Pathetic Fallacy uses the weather and emotions to set the atmosphere 

w/c 9th March Punctuation: 
Re-write this paragraph adding in the correct punctuation: 
 
a cold wind slipped through the broken windows carrying with it the faint scent of damp stone 
in the darkness something shifted slowly as though it had been waiting for someone to notice a 
low trembling sound rose from the floorboards as if the house itself were waking 

w/c 16th March Vocabulary:  
Neatly draw/sketch an image or an icon to represent each of the following words/vocabulary: 
Supernatural 
Submissive 
Tyrannical  
 
And, write a sentence explaining how each word links to Gothic Fiction 

w/c 23rd March Creative: 
Choose one of the Gothic settings from the Knowledge Organiser (on the next pages - choose 
one that you have not previously chosen).  
Write five sentences describing the setting using personification.  
 

Hint: Personification describes non-human things with human qualities. 
Example: The wind whispered. 

w/c 30th March Character: 
Pick a Gothic character from the Knowledge Organiser (on the next pages). Write five 
sentences introducing your character to a Gothic story.  
Can you use:  

● 3 ambitious adjectives  
● A simile 

Example: 
He moved silently across the courtyard, drifting like smoke through the deepening dusk. The 
villagers watched from their windows, unsure whether he was seeking help or hiding 
something unspeakable. When he finally spoke, his voice was low and steady, as if he carried 
centuries of secrets in every breath. 

Term 4 Topic – The Gothic  
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Term 4 – The Gothic Knowledge Organiser 
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Week  Task 

w/c 20th April Persuasive Writing: 
Re-write this paragraph adding in the correct punctuation (Hint: Don’t forget question marks): 
 
every day students in our school walk past the dull empty courtyard and pretend not to notice 
how unwelcoming it looks but why should we accept a space that feels so lifeless when it could 
be transformed into a bright inviting area where everyone wants to spend time imagine 
colourful benches vibrant plants and a quiet reading corner isnt that the kind of space we all 
deserve 

w/c 27th April Persuasive Writing: 
Rewrite these sentences making them more persuasive. Use rhetorical questions, emotive 
language or triples. 
 

1) The school library is quite small and could be improved. 
2) Some people think we should reduce the amount of plastic we use. 
3) The local park needs repairs because it is a bit old. 
4) The canteen menu doesn’t have many healthy options. 
5) Many teenagers spend a lot of time on their phones. 

w/c 4th May Persuasive Writing: 
Choose one of the following topics (school uniform, screen time, fast fashion). Write five 
persuasive sentences as the opening of a speech. 
Include:   

● A rhetorical question 
● Some emotive language 
● A triple 

w/c 11th May Vocabulary: 
Neatly draw/sketch an image or an icon to represent each of the following words/vocabulary: 
Resistance 
Resilience 
Justice 
 

And, write a sentence using each word. 

w/c 18th May Characters: 
Using the character Past Martin from the play, write three adjectives to describe him and three 
sentences explaining why each word links to the character. 
 
Example for Natalie: 
Three adjectives: shallow, vain, superficial 
Sentence 1: Natalie is superficial because she lacks empathy and fails to support Martin after his 
accident, prioritizing looks over loyalty. 

w/c 30th March Vocabulary: 
Write a sentence for each of the following words. Link your sentences to the play, Face.  
Prejudice 
Disfigurement 
Disability 
Vanity 

Term 5 Topic – Face  
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Week  Task 

w/c 1st June Vocabulary:  
Resilient 
Vanity/vain 
Justice 
 For each word write the following:             

● Definition 
● Synonym (word which means the same) 
● Antonym (word which means the opposite) 
● Example sentence using the word 

w/c 8th June Characters:  
Finish these sentences using the because, but, so connectives: 

● Martin feels angry after the crash because  
● Martin feels angry after the crash, but  
● Martin feels angry after the crash, so  

and , complete these: 
● Natalie tries to help Martin because  
● Natalie tries to help Martin, but  
● Natalie tries to help Martin, so 

w/c 15th June Analysis: 
Using the extract, highlight the Stage Directions.  
 

AMY: I can’t believe you left the bag again. 
(She folds her arms and steps back.) 
JORDAN: I didn’t “leave” it. I just… misplaced it. 
(He glances around the room, nervously tapping his foot.) 
AMY: That’s the same thing, Jordan. 
(Amy walks towards him, lowering her voice.) 
 

Explain in 3–4 sentences what each direction tells the actor to do and why it might matter. 

w/c 22nd June Themes: 
Write a sentence explaining why you think each of the following themes/ideas link to Face the 
play: 

1) Appearance vs reality 
2) Friendship 
3) Prejudice 

w/c 29th June Creative Task: 
1) Create 5 interview questions that you would like to ask any characters in Face. State 

which character you would like to ask them to.  
2) For three questions, imagine how the character may respond.  

Example: 
Past Martin: How did you feel about your appearance before the accident? 
Past Martin’s response: I never really thought about my face before. It was just normal to me, 
and I cared more about fitting in and what my mates thought than how I looked. 

w/c 6th July Vocabulary: 
Write a sentence for each of the following words. Link your sentences to the play, Face.  
Shallow 
Identity 
Loyalty 

Term 6 Topic – Face  
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w/c 13th July Characters: 
Using your own words, write an answer to the following questions about Face the play. 

1) What do you think is the purpose of the Street Voices? 
2) What is the difference between Narrative Martin and Present Martin? 

Why does Zephaniah have three different Martins in the story? 

w/c 20th July Creative Task:  
Create your own book cover for Face the play. 

Term 5&6 - Face Knowledge Organiser 
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Science Department – Independent Study Information  

Independent study for science is completed in this booklet with knowledge 
organisers to help you recall or research information. 
 
You will find the worksheets over the next series of pages and the knowledge 
organisers to help you answer the questions.  
 
The questions will be marked in your science lessons, and any misconceptions 
will be corrected to support your learning.  
 
You can find the topics and reminders of hand-in dates outlined below. 
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Additional Notes 
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Additional Notes 
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Additional Notes 
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Additional Notes 
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  Computing Knowledge Organisers  
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French Knowledge Organisers  
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 Spanish Knowledge Organisers  
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Term 5/6 
Additions 
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 Timetable  


