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How to Complete Independent Study 

Completed IS is valued by teachers as it extends and supports the learning in 
lessons as well as embedding independent learning habits. It is rewarded with 
achievement points. 
 

• Three pieces of compulsory IS are due each week for the core subjects: 
English, Maths and Science. The schedule is included in this booklet for 
clarity. 
 

• Additional IS projects are introduced throughout the year for other 
subjects. These allow more creativity and challenge. They are rewarded 
and celebrated within each department. 

 
• Independent study is introduced, supported and recorded by subject 

teachers. Further information is posted in Bromcom. 
 

• To complete your independent study, you will need this knowledge organiser 
and your grey, IS exercise book. Most IS is set using this booklet. Maths will 
be set online in SPARX.  
 

• IS resources can be collected from the library. Electronic copies of the 
booklets are available online, on the HPA website, alongside a video 
explaining IS. 

 
Students can access support and space to complete IS in school, every day. 

• Lunchtime -  G7  - 12:45-13:10 (Mrs Tuck and Prefects) 
• After School - G3a - 15:00-15:50 (Teaching Assistants)  

 

If students are struggling to complete the 
compulsory, core IS they will be expected to 
attend the workshop after school the following 
week. This is aimed to address any barriers they 
are facing, reinforce expectations and ensure the 
work is completed successfully. This session sets 
them up for the coming week, rather than 
focusing on work that has been missed.  



2 
 

  

Page 
 

3 Hand-in schedule 

4-6 Termly planner 

7 Independent Challenge Task Planner 

8 Revision Techniques 

9 Maths: Independent Study Information 

10 English IS: Term One Tasks 

11-12 English IS: Term Two Tasks 

13 English Knowledge Organisers – Animal Farm 

14-15 English IS: Term Three Tasks 

16 English Knowledge Organisers – Fear and Foreboding 

17-19 Science IS: Forces and Motions 

20-22 Science IS: Chemical Reactions 

23-25 Science IS: Respiration 

26-27 Science IS: Sound Waves 

28-29 Science IS: Light Waves 

30 IS Summary Block 1 & 2 

31-34 Science IS: Evolution 

35-36 Science IS: Metals & Reactivity 

37 Careers at HPA 

38 Performing Arts Opportunities at HPA 

39 Extra-Curricular Opportunities 

40 KS3 Timeline 

41 Add your timetable 

Contents  



3 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

 

Date Schedule  

Term 1 

7th Sept  

Collect resources  

Collect resources  

Collect resources  

14th Sept 

English  

Maths  

Science  

21st Sept 

English  

Maths  

Science  

28th Sept 

English  

Maths  

Science  

5th Oct 
English  

Maths  

Science  

12th Oct 

English  

Maths  

Science  

19th Oct 

English  

Maths  

Science  

Term 2 

2nd Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

9th Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

16th Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

23rd Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

 

 

Date Schedule  

30th Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

7th Dec 

English  

Maths  

Science  

14th Dec 

English  

Maths  

Science  

Term 3 

4th Jan 

English  

Maths  

Science  

11th Jan 

English  

Maths  

Science  

18th Jan 

English  

Maths  

Science  

25th Jan 

English  

Maths  

Science  

1st Feb 

English  

Maths  

Science  

8th Feb 

English  

Maths  

Science  

 

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. Class 
teachers will decide which day of the week the IS will be checked in lesson.  
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Term 1 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

7th Sept 

      

Week 2 

14th Sept 

      

Week 3 

21st Sept 

      

Week 4 

28th Sept 

      

Week 5 

5th Oct 

      

Week 6  

12th Oct 

      

Week 7 

19th Oct 

   Inset Day Inset Day End of 
Term 

Termly Planners 
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Term 2 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

2nd Nov 

 

      

Week 2 

9th Nov 

 

      

Week 3 

16th Nov 

Inset Day      

Week 4 

23rd Nov 

      

Week 5 
30th Nov 

      

Week 6 
7th Dec 

      

Week 7 
14th Dec 

     End of 
Term 
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Term 3 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

4th Jan 

Inset Day      

Week 2 

11th Jan 

      

Week 3 
18th Jan 

      

Week 4 
25th Jan 

      

Week 5 
1st Feb 

      

Week 6 
8th Feb 

    Inset Day End of 
Term 

 

A new IS Booklet will be provided for the next three terms. 
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Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Independent Study Challenge Tasks    
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Here is a section of a Science Knowledge Organiser. You 

could test your grasp of this knowledge by asking yourself,  

“What ions are found in acids? Acids contain hydrogen ions.” 

“What does corrosive mean? A corrosive acid can destroy 

skin cells and cause burns.” 

These are examples of self-quizzing questions. Write 10-20 

self-quizzing questions and answers based on the subject 

knowledge organiser and focusing on the areas where you 

need to strengthen your knowledge. 

Great for revising key terms and remembering 

definitions, dates, facts etc.  

Split the page of your I.S textbook into four 

using a ruler or use flash cards which you can 

collect from the LRC and keep in your I.S folder. 

Make brief notes on the information in the 

knowledge organiser, use colour coding and 

diagrams where you can to highlight key 

information. 

Great for revising if you are a visual learner, 

allowing you to select and link key information. 

Use a full page to add as much detail as you can 

to your mind map, starting with a key concept 

or topic at the centre. Use the knowledge 

organisers and your own ideas. 

You can use colour coding, diagrams and 

connections to support your learning.  

 

Revision Techniques  

Flash Cards Mind Maps 

Self-Quizzing Questions  
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All Independent Study in the Maths department is set using the online platform SparxMaths. 

The task will go live on Wednesdays and be due the following Wednesday.  

Students need to log into 

their SparxMaths 

accounts from the HPA 

navigation page and 

complete the questions 

under the homework tab 

as seen to the right. 

Sparx independent study 

is tailored to your child 

and should offer them 

just the right level of 

challenge, based on the 

topics that their teacher 

has set. All questions in the homework section must be answered correctly for the independent study to 

be marked as complete.  We advise that students use pen and paper to write out their workings, like they 

would in the classroom or exam hall. Each task bar will show as green when fully complete. 

Personal Practice are an additional 10-question tasks, based on previously seen topics in homework. 

Students can repeat these tasks with new questions as often as they like, earning 150XP for each task they 

complete.  They will support the students to make greater progress in Maths, but do not form part of the 

compulsory independent study. 

Independent Learning allows students to search for particular topics or codes that they wish to develop 

further.   

 

 

If a student receives too much assistance with their independent study, Sparx may think they’re able to 

tackle more difficult questions and their work could get harder. To prevent this, always encourage them 

to attempt the question first and to watch the support video before getting help or using AI. 

 

Parents will receive a weekly email from Sparx three days before the homework deadline, which includes 

an update on how much independent study their child has completed as well as any they have outstanding 

from the previous few weeks. Most importantly, the email contains a link to a short video that parents can 

watch and use to help support their child in answering one of their target questions.  

 

Maths Department – Independent Study Information  
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Week   Task  Done  

w/c 14th 
September  

Understanding Dystopia:  
  
Read the description of a dystopian setting below. Explain in full sentences 
WHY this is a dystopian setting. Give three reasons.  
  
The streets stretched endlessly beneath a grey sky. Tall cameras hung from 
every building, silently watching the citizens below. No one spoke above a 
whisper. Giant screens flashed government messages across the city, 
reminding people to obey. The air smelled of smoke and rust, and even the 
birds seemed too afraid to sing.  

  

w/c 21st 
September  

Vocabulary:   
  
Neatly draw/sketch an image or an icon to represent each of the following 
words/vocabulary:  

• Oppression  
• Resistance  

And, write a sentence using each word.  

  

w/c 28th 
September  

Characters:   
  
Finish these sentences using the because, but, so connectives:  

• Old Major believes the animals should rebel because…  
• Old Major believes the animals should rebel but...  
• Old Major believes the animals should rebel so...  

  

w/c 5th October  Persuasive Devices:  
  
Read these quotations from Old Major's speech.  
"What is the nature of this life of ours?"  
"No animal in England is free."  
"All men are enemies. All animals are comrades."  
  

• Identify the persuasive devices in each sentence and explain why each 
sentence is persuasive.   

• What does it make the other animals think and feel?  

  

w/c 12th October  Persuasive Devices:   
  
Should social media be banned? Write some persuasive 
sentences arguing your point.   
  
Write an example of the following persuasive devices about the topic of social 
media:  

• Rhetorical Question  
• Emotive Language  
• Triple  

 

English Department – Independent Study Information  

Term 1 – Rhetoric and Revolution 
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Week   Task  Done  

w/c 2nd November  Complex Sentences:  
Read the passage below. Rewrite each sentence by adding a subordinate 
clause to make it more interesting.  
  
The animals planned a revolution. The animals broke into the shed to steal 
food. The animals worked really hard. The pigs took control.  
  
Example:  
Original: The animals gathered in the barn.  
Improved: When Mr Jones had gone to bed, the animals gathered in the 
barn.   
  
Use some of the following subordinating conjunctions: as, although, when, if 
while, because  

  

w/c 9th November  Relative Clauses:  
A relative clause gives extra information about a noun and often 
begins with: who, whom, whose, which, that, where, when  
  
Example:   
Squealer, who represents propaganda, is a persuasive and cunning pig.   
  
Can you add relative clauses to the following sentences?  

• Snowball is intelligent  
• Boxer is the hardest worker on the farm.  
• The animals wanted to rebel against Mr Jones.   

  

w/c 16th 
November  

Vocabulary:   
  
Freedom  
Rebellion  
Corruption  
For each word write the following:              

• Definition  
• Synonym (word which means the same)  
• Antonym (word which means the opposite)  
• Example sentence using the word  

  

w/c 19th October  Punctuation:  
  
Rewrite the following paragraph and correct all the punctuation and spelling 
mistakes  
  
in chapter 1 of animal farm the animals gather in the barn to listen to old 
major speech he explains that humans are the enemy and that animals are 
treated unfairly. the animals listen carefully because they respect 
old major and believe his ideas could change there lives forever old major 
encourages them to dream of freedom equality and a better future for all 
animals?  

  

Term 2 – Rhetoric and Revolution  
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w/c 23rd 
November  

Vocabulary:   
  
Finish the following sentences to show an understanding of the book Animal 
Farm.   
  

1. Animal Farm is an allegory because…  
2. Animal Farm is considered a fable because…  
3. Animal Farm is considered dystopian because…  
4. There is a hierarchy on the farm because…  

  

  

w/c 30th 
November  

Themes:  
  
Choose TWO themes from Animal Farm:  

• Corruption  
• Power  
• Class  

  
Explain, in full sentences, how the theme links to the book.   

  

w/c 7th December  Vocabulary:   
  
Neatly draw/sketch an image or an icon to represent each of the following 
words/vocabulary:  
  

• Hierarchy  
• Propaganda  
• Tyranny  

  
And, write a sentence using each word.  

  

w/c 14th 
December  

Creative Task:   
  
Create a new version of the front cover of Animal Farm.   
  
You can:  

• Draw an image to reflect the plot  
• Consider font and size of name of book and author (George Orwell)  

  

  

   

Additional Notes 
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English Knowledge Organisers – Animal Farm 
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Week   Task  Done  

w/c 4th January  Creative:  
  
Write five descriptive sentences describing either an abbey (church) or a 
graveyard. Use some sensory imagery (sight, smell, touch, taste, sound) and 
one simile.   
  

  

w/c 11th January  Sentence Structure:  
  
Rewrite the sentences below to make them more detailed. Change them to 
complex sentences using subordinate/relative clauses.  
  
Example:   
The manor stood at the edge of the forest and its dark windows looked out 
over the empty fields. A cold wind moved through the trees. The branches 
scraped against the walls. The air smelled damp and an owl called 
somewhere in the darkness. Amelia walked towards the house. She felt 
nervous because the shadows seemed to move around her.  
  

  

w/c 18th January  Spelling and Punctuation:  
  
The paragraph below contains spelling, punctuation and grammar 
mistakes. Rewrite it correctly in your IS books.  
  
the old castel stood alone at the top of the hill its broken windows stared 
into the darkness like empty eyes. a cold wind whispered through the trees 
and the smell of damp earth filled the air. somewhere in the distance a door 
creaked slowly and emma felt a shiver run down her spine she didnt want 
to find out what was hiding in the shadows.  
  

  

w/c 25th January  Vocabulary:   
  
Submissive  
Supernatural  
Foreboding  
  
For each word write the following:              

• Definition  
• Synonym (word which means the same)  
• Antonym (word which means the opposite)  
• Example sentence linked to Gothic texts   

  

  

Term 3 – Fear and Foreboding  
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w/c 1st February  Gothic Features:  
  
Using the Gothic Knowledge Organiser to aid you, read the paragraph 
below. Identify all the features of the Gothic genre. Consider: characters, 
setting, literary devices used.   
  
The ruined abbey loomed over the village, its black stone walls glistening 
beneath the stormy sky. Rain lashed against the shattered windows while 
thunder growled in the distance, shaking the ground beneath Eleanor's 
feet. As she approached the ancient doorway, a sudden chill wrapped 
around her, and she was certain she heard a whispered voice calling her 
name from inside. High above, the cruel Lord Blackwood watched from a 
narrow tower window, his presence casting a shadow over the frightened 
villagers below.  
  

• List the Gothic Features.  
• Explain how each one creates a Gothic atmosphere.  

  

w/c 8th February  Sensory Imagery:  
  
Rewrite the description below so that none of the sentences begin with "I 
can see," "I can hear," or "I can smell." Keep the sensory details but 
improve the sentence openings.  
  
I can see a ruined castle standing on top of a dark hill. I can hear the wind 
howling through the broken windows. I can smell damp stone and rotting 
leaves in the cold air. I can see shadows stretching across the cracked 
ground. I can hear a distant creak coming from behind an old wooden 
door.  
  
Example sentence starters:  

• Through the darkness…  
• Above the hill…  
• All around…  
• From somewhere nearby…  
• In the cold air...  

  

 

Additional Notes 
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English Knowledge Organisers – Fear and Foreboding 
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 Science Department – Independent Study Information  
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Period 1      

Period 2      

LF      

Break      

Period 3      

Period 4      

Lunch      

Period 5      

Period 6      

Period 7      

Timetable  

Stick your timetable here or fill in the timetable below with your lessons and extra-curricular activities. 


