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How to Complete Independent Study 

Completed IS is valued by teachers as it extends and supports the learning in 
lessons as well as embedding independent learning habits. It is rewarded with 
achievement points. 
 

• Three pieces of compulsory IS are due each week for the core subjects: 
English, Maths and Science. The schedule is included in this booklet for 
clarity. 
 

• Additional IS projects are introduced throughout the year for other 
subjects. These allow more creativity and challenge. They are rewarded 
and celebrated within each department. 

 
• Independent study is introduced, supported and recorded by subject 

teachers. Further information is posted in Bromcom. 
 

• To complete your independent study, you will need this knowledge organiser 
and your grey, IS exercise book. Most IS is set using this booklet. Maths will 
be set online in SPARX.  
 

• IS resources can be collected from the library. Electronic copies of the 
booklets are available online, on the HPA website, alongside a video 
explaining IS. 

 
Students can access support and space to complete IS in school, every day. 

• Lunchtime -  G7  - 12:45-13:10 (Mrs Tuck and Prefects) 
• After School - G3a - 15:00-15:50 (Teaching Assistants)  

 

If students are struggling to complete the 
compulsory, core IS they will be expected to 
attend the workshop after school the following 
week. This is aimed to address any barriers they 
are facing, reinforce expectations and ensure the 
work is completed successfully. This session sets 
them up for the coming week, rather than 
focusing on work that has been missed.  



2 
 

  

Page  

3 Hand-in schedule 

4-6 Termly planner 

7 Challenge task planner 

8 Revision techniques 

9 Maths: Understanding Maths IS 

10 English IS: Term one tasks 

11-12 English IS: Term two tasks 

13 English IS: Sense of Self knowledge organisers 

14-15 English IS: Term three tasks 

16 English IS: Dickens knowledge organisers 

17-18 Science IS: Particles 

19-20 Science IS: Separating Techniques 

21-22 Science IS: Cells and Organisation 

23-24 Science IS: Forces 

25-27 Science IS: Atoms and Elements 

28-30 Science IS: Nutrition and Digestion 

31-33 Science IS: Energy Transfers 

34-35 Science IS: Reproduction 

36 Science IS: Careers 

37-38 Extra-Curricular Opportunities 

39 KS3 Timeline 

40 Add your timetable 

Contents 



3 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. They will 
be checked by the teacher of the subject due in the lesson that week.   

Independent Study Hand-In Schedule  

 

Date Schedule  

Term 1 

7th Sept  

Collect resources  

Collect resources  

Collect resources  

14th Sept 

English  

Maths  

Science  

21st Sept 

English  

Maths  

Science  

28th Sept 

English  

Maths  

Science  

5th Oct 
English  

Maths  

Science  

12th Oct 

English  

Maths  

Science  

19th Oct 

English  

Maths  

Science  

Term 2 

2nd Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

9th Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

16th Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

23rd Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

 

 

Date Schedule  

30th Nov 

English  

Maths  

Science  

7th Dec 

English  

Maths  

Science  

14th Dec 

English  

Maths  

Science  

Term 3 

4th Jan 

English  

Maths  

Science  

11th Jan 

English  

Maths  

Science  

18th Jan 

English  

Maths  

Science  

25th Jan 

English  

Maths  

Science  

1st Feb 

English  

Maths  

Science  

8th Feb 

English  

Maths  

Science  

 

The schedule below shows which pieces of independent study will be due each week. Class 
teachers will decide which day of the week the IS will be checked in lesson.  
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Term 1 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

7th Sept 

      

Week 2 

14th Sept 

      

Week 3 

21st Sept 

      

Week 4 

28th Sept 

      

Week 5 

5th Oct 

      

Week 6  

12th Oct 

      

Week 7 

19th Oct 

   Inset Day Inset Day End of 
Term 

Termly Planners 
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Term 2 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

2nd Nov 

 

      

Week 2 

9th Nov 

 

      

Week 3 

16th Nov 

Inset Day      

Week 4 

23rd Nov 

      

Week 5 
30th Nov 

      

Week 6 
7th Dec 

      

Week 7 
14th Dec 

     End of 
Term 
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Term 3 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Weekend 

Week 1 

4th Jan 

Inset Day      

Week 2 

11th Jan 

      

Week 3 
18th Jan 

      

Week 4 
25th Jan 

      

Week 5 
1st Feb 

      

Week 6 
8th Feb 

    Inset Day End of 
Term 

 

A new IS Booklet will be provided for the next three terms. 
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Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Subject  Task 

Date Set  

Date Due  

 

Independent Study Challenge Tasks    
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Here is a section of a Science Knowledge Organiser. You 

could test your grasp of this knowledge by asking yourself,  

“What ions are found in acids? Acids contain hydrogen ions.” 

“What does corrosive mean? A corrosive acid can destroy 

skin cells and cause burns.” 

These are examples of self-quizzing questions. Write 10-20 

self-quizzing questions and answers based on the subject 

knowledge organiser and focusing on the areas where you 

need to strengthen your knowledge. 

Great for revising key terms and remembering 

definitions, dates, facts etc.  

Split the page of your I.S textbook into four 

using a ruler or use flash cards which you can 

collect from the LRC and keep in your I.S folder. 

Make brief notes on the information in the 

knowledge organiser, use colour coding and 

diagrams where you can to highlight key 

information. 

Great for revising if you are a visual learner, 

allowing you to select and link key information. 

Use a full page to add as much detail as you can 

to your mind map, starting with a key concept 

or topic at the centre. Use the knowledge 

organisers and your own ideas. 

You can use colour coding, diagrams and 

connections to support your learning.  

 

Revision Techniques  

Flash Cards Mind Maps 

Self-Quizzing Questions  
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All Independent Study in the Maths department is set using the online platform SparxMaths. 

The task will go live on Wednesdays and be due the following Wednesday.  

Students need to log into 

their SparxMaths 

accounts from the HPA 

navigation page and 

complete the questions 

under the homework tab 

as seen to the right. 

Sparx independent study 

is tailored to your child 

and should offer them 

just the right level of 

challenge, based on the 

topics that their teacher 

has set. All questions in the homework section must be answered correctly for the independent study to 

be marked as complete.  We advise that students use pen and paper to write out their workings, like they 

would in the classroom or exam hall. Each task bar will show as green when fully complete. 

Personal Practice are an additional 10-question tasks, based on previously seen topics in homework. 

Students can repeat these tasks with new questions as often as they like, earning 150XP for each task they 

complete.  They will support the students to make greater progress in Maths, but do not form part of the 

compulsory independent study. 

Independent Learning allows students to search for particular topics or codes that they wish to develop 

further.   

 

 

If a student receives too much assistance with their independent study, Sparx may think they’re able to 

tackle more difficult questions and their work could get harder. To prevent this, always encourage them 

to attempt the question first and to watch the support video before getting help or using AI. 

 

Parents will receive a weekly email from Sparx three days before the homework deadline, which includes 

an update on how much independent study their child has completed as well as any they have outstanding 

from the previous few weeks. Most importantly, the email contains a link to a short video that parents can 

watch and use to help support their child in answering one of their target questions.  

  

Maths Department – Independent Study Information  
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Week   Task  Done  

w/c 14th September  Powerful Verbs:  
 
Read the description of the city below. The verbs have been highlighted in bold. 
Replace each verb with a more interesting/precise verb.  
The city was busy from morning until night. Cars went along the crowded streets 
while people walked through the town centre. Tall buildings stood above the shops 
and cafés. Bright lights shone from the windows as evening arrived. In the central 
square, musicians played for passing crowds.  

  

w/c 21st September  Fronted Adverbials:  
  
Read the passage below. Rewrite it by adding a fronted adverbial to the beginning 
of each sentence.  
  
The castle stood high on the rocky hill. The drawbridge creaked open. Guards 
watched the surrounding land. Horses trotted across the courtyard. The great hall 
buzzed with activity. Torches flickered against the stone walls.  
  
Challenge: Use a different fronted adverbial for each sentence.  
Here are some ideas:  

• At dawn,  
• On the rocky hill,  
• From the watchtower,   

  

w/c 28th September  Descriptive Writing:  
  
Imagine the quiet countryside/coast. Write six descriptive sentences to describe 
the setting.   
Can you use the following:  

• Three ambitious adjectives (tranquil, secluded, picturesque)  
• A simile  
• Personification  

  

w/c 5th October  Complex Sentences:   
  
Read the passage below. Rewrite each sentence by adding a subordinate clause to 
make it more interesting.  
  
The rainforest was full of life. Monkeys swung through the 
trees. Colourful birds called to one another. The river wound through the jungle. 
The air felt warm and humid.  
  
Example  
Original: Monkeys swung through the trees.  
Improved: Monkeys swung through the trees while the sun shone overhead.  
  
Use some of the following subordinating conjunctions: as, although, when, if while, 
because  

  

English Department – Independent Study Information  

Term 1 – Sense of Self  
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w/c 12th October  Characters:   
  
Finish these sentences using the because, but, so connectives:  

• Amara wants to find out about her family because …  
• Amara wants to find out about her family but…  
• Amara wants to find out about her family so …  

and , complete these:  
• Amara is desperate to go to New York because…  
• Amara is desperate to go to New York but…  
• Amara is desperate to go to New York so…  

  

w/c 19th October  Vocabulary:   
  
Neatly draw/sketch an image or an icon to represent each of the following 
words/vocabulary:  
Resistance  
Identity  
Protagonist  
And, write a sentence using each word.  

  

  
 
 
 
  

Week   Task  Done  

w/c 2nd November  Punctuation:  
  
Can you punctuate these sentences which use dialogue?  

1. i cant believe you forgot again said leila shaking her head  
2. morgan glanced around the empty classroom and whispered i dont think were 

supposed to be here before edging towards the door  
3. olivia folded her arms and replied thats not what i meant at all  
4. ive had enough of this argued bella and i refuse to stay any longer  

  

  

w/c 9th November  Vocabulary:  
  
Resistance   
Identity  
Protagonist  
 
For each word write the following:              

• Definition  
• Synonym (word which means the same)  
• Antonym (word which means the opposite)  
• Example sentence using the word  

  

w/c 16th November  Relative Clauses:  
A relative clause gives extra information about a noun and often begins with: who, 
whom, whose, which, that, where, when  
  
Example: Amara visits Harlem, which plays an important role in her journey of self-
discovery.  

• Amara travels to Harlem  
• Grandpa Earl is Amara’s grandfather  
• Harlem is in New York  
• Amara's father has a complicated relationship with his father  

  

  

Term 2 – Sense of Self  
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w/c 23rd November  Suitcase Project:  
  
What is your favourite song? Choose some lyrics that are meaningful to you.   
Write the lyrics down.   
Explain in a short paragraph why these lyrics are meaningful to you.   
  

  

w/c 30th November  Themes:  
  
Choose TWO themes from Some Places More Than Others:  

• Family  
• Identity  
• Heritage  
• Belonging  

  
Explain, in full sentences, how the theme links to the book.   

  

w/c 7th December  Simile or Metaphor  
  
Identify whether the following are similes or metaphors:  

1. Her laughter was music to my ears.  
2. The rain fell like silver threads from the sky.  
3. The news hit him like a punch in the stomach.  
4. His mind was a machine, constantly working.  

  
Create your own original simile to describe:  

• happiness  
• fear  
• anger  

  

w/c 14th December  Creative Task:   
  
Create a new version of the front cover of Some Places More Than Others.   
  
You can:  

• Draw an image to reflect the plot  
• Consider font and size of name of book and author (Renee Watson)  

  

  

 

Additional Notes 
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English Knowledge Organisers - Sense of Self 
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Week   Task  Done  

w/c 4th January   
Vocabulary:   
  
Hierarchy  
Victimise  
Morality  
  
For each word write the following:              

• Definition  
• Synonym (word which means the same)  
• Antonym (word which means the opposite)  
• Example sentence linked to Great Expectations  
•   

 

w/c 11th January   
Sentence Structure:  
  
Rewrite the simple sentences below to make them more detailed. Change 
them to complex sentences using subordinate and relative clauses.  
  
Example:   
Young Pip was afraid of his sister.  
Improved: Young Pip, who lived in poverty, was afraid of his sister.  
  

1. Magwitch was frightening.  
2. Pip met an unusual person.  
3. Rich people had power.  
4. Children worked hard.  
5. Mrs Joe is cruel.   

  

 

w/c 18th January   
Spelling and Punctuation:  
  
The paragraph below contains 10 spelling, punctuation and grammar 
mistakes. Rewrite it correctly in your IS books.  
  
In victorian england many children worked in factorys. They often worked 
long hours and recieved little pay. rich people lived comfortable lives but poor 
families struggled. Charles Dickens wanted people too understand these 
problems.  
  

 

w/c 25th January   
Characters:  
  
Choose one character (Pip, Joe, Estella). Write three adjectives to describe 
them and three sentences explaining why each word links to the character.  
  
Example: Three adjectives for Mrs Joe: Harsh, dominating, short-tempered  
  
Sentence 1: Mrs Joe is short-tempered so she uses the tickler to beat Pip.    

 

Term 3 – Dickens: Growing and Learning 
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w/c 1st February  Fronted Adverbials:  
  
Rewrite the paragraph by adding fronted adverbials such as One cold 
morning, In the lonely marshes, Despite his fear, Without 
hesitation, and After that frightening encounter.  
  
Pip lived with his sister, Mrs Joe, and her husband, Joe Gargery.  He often felt 
lonely and frightened because his sister was strict and harsh. He met an 
escaped convict in the marshes. The convict demanded food and a file to 
remove his chains. Pip was terrified, but he helped the man anyway. This 
encounter changed Pip's life forever.  
  

 

w/c 8th February  Creative Task:  
  
Draw a model of what you imagine Miss Havisham's house looks like, or an 
aspect of Miss Havisham’s house.  
Label at least:  

• The stopped clocks  
• The wedding feast  
• The dark rooms  

  

 

 

 

Additional Notes 
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English Knowledge Organisers - Dickens 
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  Science Department – Independent Study Information  
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Period 1      

Period 2      

LF      

Break      

Period 3      

Period 4      

Lunch      

Period 5      

Period 6      

Period 7      

Timetable  

Stick your timetable here or fill in the timetable below with your lessons and extra-curricular activities. 


